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ANNUAL  REPORl 


ON  THE 


SANITARY  CONDITION 


OF  THE 


FYLDE  EURAL  DISTRICT, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde  Rural 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  my  Fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Fylde 
Rural  District  during  the  year  1905. 

The  area  of  the  district  dealt  with  in  this  Report  comprises 
38,768  acres,  and  the  population  distributed  over  it  is  estimated 
at  10,756. 

SECTION  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  Population  on  which  the  various  rates  are 
calculated  is  estimated  at  10,756  an  increase  of  131  on  last  year’s 
figures.  The  addition  being  the  excess  of  births  registered  in  the 
district  over  the  deaths  during  1905. 


The  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  under 
review  numbered  262,  or  11  less  than  the  number  registered  in 
1904.  The  birth-rate  was  equal  to  24*3  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, against  25  6 last  year,  26'7  in  1903  and  28'3  in  1902.  In 
the  following  tabular  statement,  the  number  of  births  in  each  of 
the  four  registration  sub-districts  is  given,  and  also  the  sex 
distribution  : — - 


Fleetwood  Sub-District 
Blackpool  „ 

Kirkham  ,, 

Lytham  ,, 

Whole  District 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

22 

...  16  ... 

CO 

39 

...  32  ... 

71 

74 

...  67  ... 

141 

6 

6 

12 

141 

121 

262 

MORTALITY. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  129,  but  to  find  the  true  death-rate  two  deaths 
occurring  in  the  Moss  Side  Fever  Hospital  of  persons  removed  from 
other  districts  must  be  deducted,  and  four  deaths  must  be  added 
which  occurred  among  persons  belonging  to  Fylde  Rural  District, 
in  public  institutions  situate  outside  this  area,  viz.,  three  in  the 
Fylde  Union  Workhouse,  and  one  in  the  Victoria  Hospital^ 
Blackpool. 

The  nett  deaths  at  all  ages  actually  belonging  to  the  district 
were  therefore  131,  or  four  more  than  in  1904.  The  corrected 
death-rate  was  equal  to  12  T per  1000  of  the  population,  against  a 
rate  of  1D9  in  1904,  14*7  in  1903,  and  13*9  in  1902.  The 
distribution  of  deaths  is  given  below'  : — 


Fleetwood  Sub-District 

Males. 

...  10 

Females. 

14 

Total. 

24 

Blackpool  „ 

7 

13 

20 

Kirkham  „ 

...  45 

38 

83 

Lytham  „ 

...  2 

9 

• • 0 • • • 

4 

Whole  District 

...  64 

67 

131 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  equal  to  131. 
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SECTION  II. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  1905  there  have  been  30  cases  notified,  an 
increase  of  10  on  the  preceding  year.  The  30  cases  comprise  13  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  5 of  Enteric  Fever,  5 of  Diphtheria,  and  7 of 
Erysipelas.  In  the  preceding  year  we  had  notified  13  Scarlet 
Fever,  2 Enteric  Fever,  2 Diphtheria,  and  1 Erysipelas. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Cases,  13.  Deaths,  0. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  October,  when  7 cases 
were  notified.  Single  cases  occurred  in  Staining,  Thistleton, 
Ballam,  and  Moss  Side  (this  one  the  cook  in  the  hospital),  5 cases 
in  Marton  in  2 families  (2  cases  in  one  house  and  three  in  the 
other)  and  4 in  Carleton  (all  in  one  family).  The  infection  in 
Carleton  was  brought  by  one  of  the  family  wdio  was  servant  in  one 
of  the  houses  at  Marton.  In  the  Marton  cases  the  infection  w\as 
caught  at  school,  as  several  cases  within  the  borough  of  Blackpool, 
removed  to  the  sanatorium,  resided  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Marton  cases.  The  Thistleton  case  derived  the  infection  while 
travelling,  and  the  precautions  adopted  were  such  that  no  other  case 
arose  from  it.  The  Marton  and  Carleton  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Moss  Side  Hospital,  those  in  Staining,  Thistleton,  and  Ballam 
were  treated  at  their  homes. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Cases,  5.  Death,  1. 

Five  cases  notified  : 1 at  Wrea  Green,  1 at  Moss  Side,  a nurse 
at  the  Hospital,  2 at  Wesham  and  1 at  Esprick.  2 of  these  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Hospital,  where  one,  a man  between  60  and  70 
years  of  age,  died.  The  case  at  Wrea  Green,  a child  of  2 years, 
contracted  the  disease  from  its  father,  who  died  of  this  disease. 
The  cases  from  Wesham  and  Esprick  were  caused  by  defective 
drainage.  The  remaining  case,  a nurse  at  the  Moss  Side  Hospital, 
contracted  the  disease  while  attending  to  patients  in  the  Hospital. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Cases,  5.  Deaths,  0. 

This  disease  occurred  in  the  month  of  March,  in  Carleton  ; 
4 cases  in  I house,  and  I in  another.  The  4 cases  took  place  in 
the  Bispham  station-master’s  house,  the  remaining  case  in  a house 
opposite,  in  Bispham  Road,  Carleton;  all  due  to  defective  drainage. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Cases,  7.  Deaths,  0. 

These  cases  occurred  2 in  Clifton,  2 in  Wesham,  and  1 each 
in  Weeton,  Freckleton,  and  Hardhorn. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITALS, 

Two  in  number:  one  at  Moss  Side,  the  Fylde  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital ; the  other  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Elswick,  a joint 
Hospital  for  Preston,  Garstang,  and  the  Fylde. 

There  have  been  admitted  into  Moss  Side  Hospital,  during 
the  year,  80  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  viz. : 65  of  Scarlet  Fever, 


14  Typhoid,  and 
admitted  from  are 

1 Diphtheria, 
as  follows  : — ■ 

The 

districts  they 

have  been 

District. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric. 

Diphtheria. 

By  tham 

11 

1 ...  . 

..  0 

St  Alines  ... 

4 

3 ...  . 

..  0 

Kirkham  . . . 

33 

5 ...  . 

1 

Fleetwood  . . . 

0 

1 ...  . 

..  0 

Bispham  . . . 

1 

0 ...  . 

..  0 

N orbreck  . . . 

1 

0 ...  . 

..  0 

Carleton 

4 

0 ...  . 

..  0 

Cleveleys  . . . 

5 

0 ...  . 

..  0 

Thornton  . . . 

0 

1 ...  . 

0 

Marton 

5 

0 ...  . 

0 

Wrea  Green 

0 

1 ...  . 

0 

Moss  Side... 

1 

1 ...  . 

0 

Wesham 

0 

1 ...  . 

0 

65  14 


Totals 


1—80 
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The  cases  belonging  to  tlie  Fylde  Rural  District  treated  in 


the  Hospital  were  as 

follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric. 

Wesham  . . . 

*•*  •••  • • • » • j 

1 

Wrea  Green 

• ••  •••  • • • • • • 

1 

Moss  Side... 

•••  •••  •••  1 ••• 

1 

Marton 

•••  »•«  KJ  •••  ••• 

0 

Carleton 

4 

0 

Totals 

10 

3— 

When  we  consider  that  there  have  been  only  3 deaths  taken 
place  during  the  year  in  the  ^loss  Side  Hospital,  2 belonging  to  the 
Kirkham  Urban  (1  Scarlet  Fever  and  1 Typhoid  Fever),  and  1 
(Typhoid)  belonging  to  the  Fylde  Rural  District,  I think  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  in  the  possession  of  such  an  institution  in  the 
district,  which  shows  the  value  of  isolation  treatment,  minimises  the 
amount  of  infection  by  speedy  removal,  and  allows  of  the  disease 
being  quickly  and  thoroughly  stamped  out. 

While  treating  on  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases,  I feel  I 
must  make  a few  remarks  about  Measles,  a highly  contagious 
disease.  This  disease  with  its  complications  has  been  responsible 
during  the  year  for  9 deaths  in  one  of  your  districts  (Wesham)  8 
occurring  between  March  11th  and  April  6th.  As  it  is  not  a notifi- 
able disease,  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  exact  idea  as  to  its  preval- 
ence, but  the  mortality  from  it  compares  very  unfavourably  with 
that  of  Scarlet  Fever,  a much  more  serious  disease  in  itself.  This 
is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  parents  consider  it  an  inevitable 
but  slight  complaint,  and  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  any 
particular  care  and  precautions  taken  until  some  serious  complica- 
tion supervenes.  In  one  of  the  above-mentioned  cases  an  inquest 
had  to  be  held  as  no  medical  attention  had  been  called  in  before 
the  death. 

DIARRHCEA,  ENTERITIS,  & ALUIE  D DISEASES. 

4 deaths  have  resulted  from  these  causes,  varying  in  age 
from  19  days  to  9 months,  3 of  the  cases  occurring  in  Marton,  and 
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1 in  Freckletoii.  The  cause  of  this  disease  is  generally  improper 
feeding.  Of  the  deaths  (26  in  number)  from  infantile  diseases,  it 
is  difficult  to  state  the  precise  disease,  as  the  cause  of  death  is  often 
ascribed  to  some  predominating  symptom  instead  of  the  disease  to 
which  that  sympton  was  due. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

The  7 principal  Zymotic  diseases  gave  rise  to  14  deaths, 
equal  to  a rate  of  I’SO  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or  an  increase 
of  0‘55  on  the  rate  recorded  last  year.  Measles  was  accredited 
with  9 deaths  (all  in  the  Kirkham  sub-district).  Diarrhoea,  4 deaths, 
and  Enteric  Fever,  1 death. 

Phthisis  accounted  for  only  3 deaths,  or  a rate  of  0'27  per 
1,000.  Last  year  this  rate  was  0’56,  and  in  1903  it  was  0'83. 

PiESPiRATORY  DISEASES,  including  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy,  were  responsible  for  17  deaths,  exactly  the  same 
number  as  in  1904.  The  rate  per  1,000  was  D58  against  1*60  in 
1903. 


Infantile  Mortality. — 26  deaths  took  place  amongst 
children  under  the  age  of  1 year,  and  the  mortality,  measured  by 
the  proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  births,  was  99.  Last  year  the 
rate  was  98,  in  1903  it  was  125,  and  in  1902,  74. 

The  following  summary  gives  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  for 
the  last  4 years,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  although  the  mortality 
averages  are  not  quite  so  favourable,  they  compare  satisfactorily 
with  the  three  years  average; — 


Rates  per  1,000 

of  the  Population. 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

Birth-rate  

24*3 

...  25*6 

...  26*7  ... 

28*3 

Death-rate  (corrected) 

12*1 

...  11*9 

...  14*7  ... 

13*9 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1*30 

...  0*75 

...  1*48  ... 

1*58 

Phthisis  ,, 

0*27 

...  0*56 

...  0*83  ... 

1*05 

Bespiratory  ,, 

1*58 

...  1*60 

...  1*86  ... 

1*23 

Bate  of  deaths  under  1 

year  to  1,000  births 

99 

98 

...  125  .,. 

74 
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The  corrected  number  of  deaths 

in  each  of 

the  townships  in 

the  Rural  District,  together  with  the 

death-rates 

per  1,000  per 

annum : — 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Kate  per  1,000 
per  aniuuii 

Carleton  

14 

18-6 

Singleton  

5 

13T 

Elswick  

4 

15-3 

Little  Eccleston-with-Larbreck  ... 

1 

5-2 

Marton  

19 

13-7 

Hardhorn,  Newton  and  Staining 

1 

1-6 

Freckleton 

8 

60 

Medlar-with- Wesham 

36 

19-3 

Bryning-with-Kellamergh 

1 

7-6 

Clifton-with-Salwick 

4 

9-5 

Greenhalgh- with-Thistleton 

4 

9-6 

Newton- with-Scales  

5 

21-6 

Ribby-with-Wrea  

6 

10-9 

Treales,  Roseacre  and  Wharles... 

1 

2-0 

Warton  

3 

6-6 

Weeton  with-Preese  

/ 

18-4 

Westby-with-Plumptons  

8 

14-2 

Little  Marton  

4 

10-9 

131 

12T 

SECTION  III. 

GENERAL  WORK. 

I have  had  occasion  during  the  year  to  advise  the  closure  of 
the  following  schools,  viz.  : Wesham,  Staining  and  Carleton,  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  those  districts.  At  Warton 
School  I advised  the  exclusion  of  certain  pupils  suffering  from 
Whooping  Cough. 

During  the  year  I examined  9 samples  of  water  from 
Marton,  Elswick,  Carleton,  Little  Eccleston,  Greenhalgh,  Treales 
and  Hardhorn.  In  the  Greenhalgh  case,  Eylde  water  was  supplied, 
in  the  others,  cleaning  of  the  w^ells  was  resorted  to,  except  at 
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Elswick,  where  a new  well  was  sunk,  as  in  these  particular  instances 
the  cost  of  supplying  Fylde  water  was  more  than  the  authority  had 
power  to  compel  the  expense. 

Fylde  water  has  been  supplied  to  Greenhalgh  village,  and 
to  several  parts  of  Marton,  viz.:  Midgland  Road  from  Welcome  Inn 
to  Spen  Dyke,  to  all  the  houses  through  Little  Marton,  Moss  Side 
to  Little  Marton  School,  also  to  Lower  Lane,  Freckleton,  at  Ravald 
House  Farm,  where  the  water  supply  has  been  a source  of  trouble 
for  many  years. 

I regret  that  nothing  has  been  done  so  far  to  improve  the 
water  supply  in  Treales  and  Wharles,  to  which  I made  a special 
note  in  my  report  of  last  year. 

With  the  Inspector  I examined  a cottage  at  Staining,  and 
ordered  certain  improvements  to  be  made,  thus  making  it  habitable. 

In  Carleton  I was  compelled  to  condemn  an  old  cottage 
owing  to  its  dilapidated  condition.  I have,  with  the  inspector, 
made  three  visits  to  the  mills  in  the  Wesham  district,  and  found  the 
closet  accommodation  in  a very  insanitary  condition  ; also  the  mill 
at  Freckleton.  In  the  Brook’s  Mill  and  the  Wesham.  Mill,  also  the 
Freckleton  Mill,  the  required  improvements  are  being  attended  to. 
In  Moss’s  Mill,  Wesham,  nothing  has  been  done  so  far. 

I visited  the  Queen’s  Brewery  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  your  Inspector,  and  the  following  alterations 
in  the  method  of  treatment  of  the  refuse  was  advised  to  minimise 
the  nuisance  complained  of. 

All  the  water  used  for  cooling  purposes  was  to  be  diverted 
from  the  sewage  tanks,  thus  diminishing  the  volume  to  be  treated. 
The  first  washings  from  the  barrels  and  fermenting  vat  was  diver- 
ted into  a new  drain  which  empties  itself  into  an  excavation  in  the 
held  (this  to  be  cleaned  out  at  frequent  intervals  on  to  the  land). 
All  the  spare  yeast  is  to  be  kept  from  the  tanks  and  put  on  the 
manure  heap.  The  sewage  tanks  were  cleaned  out  and  the  sprinkler 
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beds  charged  with  new  coke.  A precipitant  was  also  recommended 
to  be  used. 

Slaughtee-Houses  have  been  examined,  and  found  no 
complaint,  with  the  exception  of  one  at  Carleton,  where  the  floor 
was  ordered  to  be  properly  cemented. 


Bake-Houses. — No  complaints. 


FACTORIES’  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT. 


Factories — Number  of  Inspections  

Workshops  ,,  „ 

Defects  found. — Workshop  required  whitewashing 
Other  matters  


10 

8 

1 

0 


In  conclusion.  Gentlemen 


I remain, 


Yours  obediently. 


CHARLES  COURT. 


(I ) VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1905  and  idvevious  yean,. 
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(II)  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SETA  RATE  LOCALITIES  in  1905  and  'previous  years. 
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Isolation  Hospitals.— Moss  Side  (Fever).  ELswick  (Small-pox). 


(IV.)  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 

during  year  1905. 
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(V.)  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 
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1 Month 
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District  of  Fylde  Rural.  Population 
Births  in  the  year,  2G2. 
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during  the  year  1905. 

and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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(estimated  to  middle  of  1905)  10,756. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  131. 
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FYLDE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 



To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fylde  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Eeport  and  Summary  of  work  done  within  your  district  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1905,  this  being  my  Sixteenth  Annual 
Report. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Total  number  of  Preliminary  Notices  39 

Second  Notices  served  by  Order  of  Council 5 

Special  Reports 6 

Dwelling-houses  improved  1 

,,  lime-washed  and  cleaned  1 

„ reported  as  overcrowded  1 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation...  1 

New  drains  put  in  for  waste  and  refuse  water 5 

Drains  opened,  cleaned,  and  rectified  14 

Back  yards  cleared  of  filthy  matter 1 

Offensive  ashpits  rectified 1 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleaned  under  Notice  4 

Nuisances  arising  from  stagnant  sewage  abated  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  1 

Offensive  ditches  cleaned  out  3 

Sewage  and  urine  tanks  made  3 

Sewage  and  urine  tanks  cleaned  out  11 

Farm  yards  and  premises  drained 3 

Dead  animals  and  garbage  removed  and  buried  2 

Nuisance  caused  by  sewage  flowing  on  side  of  highway 

abated  2 
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Nuisances  arising  from  pig  keeping  abated 3 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  test  6 

No.  of  defects  in  Authority’s  sewers  remedied 6 

The  defects  remedied  are  distributed  over  the  district  as 
follows  : — 

Bryning  and  Warton 2 

Clifton-with-Salwick 1 

Freckleton 1 

Greenhalgh-with-Thistleton  7 

Newdon-with-Scales  Nil. 

Medlar-with-Wesham  6 

Eibbv-with-Wrea  5 

Weeton-with-Preese  Nil. 

Treales,  Pioseacre  and  Wharles 1 

Westby-with-Plumptons  Nil. 

Elsvvickand  Little  Eccleston-with-Larbreck 3 

Carleton  17 

Singleton  Nil. 

Hardhorn  6 

Marton  17 

MAIN  WATER-COURSES. 

During  the  year  we  have  not  received  a single  complaint  as 
to  their  condition. 

COMMON  LODGSNG-HOUSES. 

None  in  district. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  floor  of  one  at  Carleton  had  to  be  taken 
out  and  a new  cement  floor  put  in.  All  others  have  been  well  kept. 

BAKE-HOUSES. 


No  cause  for  complaint. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  infectious  cases  inquired  into 21 

Dwelling-houses  fumigated  after  Scarlet  Fever  6 

,,  „ Typhoid  4 

„ ,,  Diphtheria  2 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS, 


I am  pleased  to  state  have  not  been  necessary  in  any  case, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (WATER  ACT). 


First  Notices  given  by  Authority 4 

Second  ,,  ,,  Nil. 

Supply  improved  by  putting  in  Fylde  Water  36 

,,  ,,  cleaning  existing  Well  2 

,,  „ sinking  new  Well  1 

Samples  of  water  submitted  to  M.O.H.  for  examina- 
tion   5 

Condemned  as  unwholesome  4 


During  the  year  we  have  again  been  successful  in  getting 
the  Fylde  Water  Mains  extended  to  the  following  places  : — Marton, 
from  Welcome  Inn  along  Midgland  Road  to  Spen  Dyke  (7  houses), 
and  through  Little  Marton,  Moss  Side  to  Little  Marton  School  (12 
houses  and  school,  Greenhalgh  Village  (8  houses),  Freckleton,  Lower 
Lane  (9  houses). 

NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  following  new  houses  have  been  erected 
and  certified  for  habitation,  situate  as  follows  : — Marton  15,  Carle- 
ton  2,  Hardhorn  6,  Thistleton  2,  Freckleton  5,  Little  Eccleston  2, 
total  32  ; all  of  which  are  supplied  by  Fylde  Water. 

DAIRIES  AND  COW  SHEDS. 

These  have  on  the  whole  been  well  kept.  It  has  been  found 
necessary  to  serve  Notice  to  improve  the  drainage  at  one  farm,  and 
to  remove  swine  from  a cow  shed  at  another. 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

During  the  year  207  Inspections  of  New  Buildings  have 
been  made  and  tlie  following  violations  of  the  Bye-Laws  reported  : 

Insufficient  rear  space  provided  2 

Party  walls  not  being  carried  up  to  ridge,  full  thick- 
ness required,  viz.,  9 inches q 

Downpipes  connected  direct  to  drain  and  untrapped  4 


Trimming  joists  not  of  sufficient  strength  9 

Drains  not  laid  in  accordance  with  Bye-Laws 3 

Erecting  buildings  not  shown  on  plan 2 

Joists  not  of  a sufficient  streno-th o 


The  whole  of  these  were  immediately  remedied  on  the  same 
being  pointed  out  to  the  builder,  with  the  exception  of  the  last, 
which  is  under  consideration  of  the  Building  Committee. 

In  conclusion  I must  thank  those  owners  of  property  who 
have  made  sanitary  improvements  without  having  to  bring  the  same 
to  your  notice,  which  is  a saving  of  time  and  trouble. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  JOLLY, 

S unitary  Inspector. 


3.  RIGBY.  PRINTER,  KIRKHAM. 


I,". 


